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All  Nat ions Hope AIDS Network has embarked on a new journey, one 
that  is the dest iny of al l  Abor iginal  people, one that  has been given to 
us by our  ancestors.  We are a chosen people, people that  care about  the 
reali ty of Abor iginal  people in our  famil ies, communit ies and nat ions. 
I  have been involved in the work of Abor iginal  people and HIV/AIDS for 
approximately 20 years in many di fferent  capacit ies from a volunteer  to 
var ious employment  oppor tuni t ies.  Current ly I  am the Chief Execut ive 
Officer  for  Al l  Nat ions.  Most  recent ly the Network completed a       
st rategic plan, our  members, and our  board and most     impor tant ly our 
staff has said we need to begin the impor tant  work of car ing for  the   
people. 
All  Nat ions has said i t  is t ime, t ime to take on the task of making a  
di fference among Aboriginal  people l iving with HIV/AIDS and HCV.   
Taking on the impor tant work that  our  ancestors have said we must  to 
do  for  the salvat ion of future generat ions.  This is the reali ty of al l   
Abor iginal  people; we have to take steps forward to make a di fference. 

We are exci ted about  the impact  that  the Al l  Nat ions team of Abor iginal  L i fe ski l ls coaches wi l l  have in the 
community.  Cer t i fied Abor iginal  men and women that  have been t rained by Red Echo Associates, provided 
with ski l ls and tools to deal effect ively and efficient ly with people l iving with HIV/AIDS and HCV. I t  is       
heal ing in i ts finest  form, these men and women have had to seek balance spir i tual ly, emotionally, physical ly 
and mental ly.  They are walking their  talk, i t  is not  a 9-5 job, and they are dedicated to making the reali ty of    
Abor iginal  people a more posi t ive one.    
What  is the di fference between l i fe ski l ls offered in the community now and what  Al l  Nat ions is offer ing?  I t  is 
about  br inging in the teachings of our  ancestors, teachings that  wil l  br ing l i fe to the community, teachings 
that  wi l l  br ing to l ight  the history of Abor iginal  people and most  impor tant ly i t  is being done by Abor iginal  
people who have a vested interest  in the real i ty of Abor iginal  people.  The people we work with are our  family 
and are our  community. We need to know where we came from to understand where we are going today, our 
past  wi l l  form our  future. I t  is about  t rained and exper ienced Abor iginal  people providing educat ion,            
prevent ion and suppor t  to Abor iginal  people l iving with HIV/AIDS and HCV.  I t  is about  Abor iginal  people 
taking on ownership of the real i ty of Abor iginal  people.   
I t  is also about  asking Abor iginal  people l iving with HIV/AIDS and HCV to make choices in their  l ives now, 
choosing l i fe, seeking t reatments and being suppor ted in the posi t ive l ive choices.  More impor tant ly, i t  about  
br inging l i fe to the community and awakening the spir i t  wi thin each individual that  we touch.  This is now our 
reali ty as Abor iginal  people, our  ancestors have said this, and this is impor tant  work to the Network. We need 
to talk and walk posi t ive now, enough of the band aids, enough of the government  taking care of us, the only  
reali ty we have now is taking care of one another  as human beings. The team is wil l ing to share their  ways 
and teachings with al l  nat ions in the community, l ike we said; i t  is a new way and a new day.   
Be Blessed!  Respect ful ly submit ted Margaret  Akan 
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The Aboriginal Reality 
The Nat ional Abor iginal Counci l on HIV/AIDS (NACHA) uses the phrase Abor iginal       
real i ty to reflect  the context  within which the Counci l addresses the chal lenges faced by 
the Abor iginal community with respect  to HIV/AIDS. The results of colonizat ion, the          
resident ial school era, the loss of language and land base, the lack of economic                
opportunit ies are wel l known in the Abor iginal community and are becoming known in 
Canada general ly.  

Sadly the Abor iginal  real i ty of today is far  different  and has resulted in: 

�  Lower educat ional at tainment, compared to other  Canadians 

�  Unemployment rates that  mir ror  third wor ld count r ies 

�  Living condit ions that  are below acceptable standards including the lack of housing,   

      safe dr inking water, appropr iate sewage disposal, adequate sources of heat  etc. 

�  Poor  nutr i t ion 

�  High rates of Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorder (FASD) 

�  High rates of suicide, substance abuse, homelessness, mental i l lness 

�  High rates of disease including, but  not  l imited to, HIV/AIDS, Diabetes, TB etc. 

�  High rates of the Abor iginal populat ion are housed in federal ly run inst i tut ions. (While 

      Abor iginal people make up 2.8% of the Canadian populat ion they represent  18% of the   

      federal ly incarcerated populat ion) 

�  Abor iginal people make up a large percentage of st reet  workers and those involved in 

      the sex t rade 

�  Abor iginal women and chi ldren suffer  from emot ional, sexual and physical abuse at  

      alarming rates 

�  Lower l i fe expectancy of Abor iginal people compared to Canadians general ly. 

�  Homophobia and internal ized racism etc. 
In addit ion to these real i t ies, Abor iginal people exper ience dispar i t ies between the access 
that  on-reserve and off-reserve populat ions have to resources such as, health care, post 
secondary educat ion and housing. 

Abor iginal people exper ience the real i ty of always being subservient  and dependent  on 
governments to “do the r ight  thing”. Exper ience has demonst rated that  when Abor iginal 
people are in a posit ion to make decisions for  themselves and to design and implement 
their  own solut ions, they are more l ikely to succeed. This too is the Abor iginal  real i ty. 

I t  is impor tant  to understand that  the Abor iginal populat ion in Canada is very diverse in 
terms of pol it ical  st ructures, social  / cultural  st ructures, language, geographical locat ion 
and sexual or ientat ion. One thing al l have in common is the history of colonizat ion,        
assimilat ion at tempts and the general “disrupt ion of the peace” Abor iginal people once  
enjoyed and t reasured. 

Sour ces:  A Com par at i ve Anal ysi s 
St r engt hen i ng Ti es – St r engt hen i ng Comm un i t i es 

An  Abor i gi na l  St r a tegy on  H I V/AI DS i n  Canada for  Fi r st  Nat i ons, I nu i t  and Mét i s Peopl e – CAAN J u l y 2003 and 
L ead i ng Toget her , Canada Tak es Act i on  on  H I V/AI DS 2005-2010 &   L ead i ng Toget her  

Canada Tak es Act i on  on  H I V/AI DS 2005-2010 
h t t p://w w w .phac-aspc.gc.ca/ai ds-si da/publ i cat i on /nacha/ca0-eng.php 
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Before we can listen to the voices and the stories of the Aboriginal Elders, or try to learn about life 
through their perspective, we must first understand who they are, and the importance of the role they 
play in the community. 

Elders, also referred to as Faith Keepers, Clan Mothers, Spiritual Leaders, and Grandmothers and 
Grandfathers, are members of the Aboriginal community who have gained humble authority by         
displaying wisdom in life. Not all seniors become Elders, and not all Elders are seniors, though the   
latter is very common as wisdom is gained through experience. Elders, as keepers of knowledge and 
tradition, have been recognized by their communities and by the Creator, because they hold many      
important lessons in their hearts that they willingly share with others to make their community a  better 
place. 

"Elders do not hoard their knowledge. Their most important task is to pass it on, so that the culture of 
their people can stay vital and responsive to changing times and conditions. The continuity of their    
nations depends on them." They are today’s connection to a rich and beautiful past; a living link to the 
customs and beliefs of the ancestors who lived at peace with the land and with each other. They help to 
renew and perpetuate traditions, which are rooted in a shared past and are crucial to the identity of the 
Aboriginal Peoples today. They do this by passing on their culture – traditional languages, concepts and 
beliefs, and sacred spiritual practices – to the younger generations. Often, this is done during           
ceremonies such as the Sweat Lodge, which the Elders help conduct. They also lead by example, living 
their beliefs to bring the world closer to harmony. 

Another important role filled by Elders is that of counselor. When a person in the community has lost 
their way and asks for advice, an Elder provides gentle words of encouragement or guidance.         
Sometimes, all they need to do is lend an ear, or show patience, to help a hurt person heal. For           
generations, Elders have supported their community this way, helping to carry their people through    
turbulent times. When their culture was being threatened, or when their people were suffering from the  
effects of negative influences, it was Elders who helped their communities hold on. They continue to do 
so today. Of course, the knowledge that the Elders are willing to share is not exclusive to their           
communities— they will help anyone who is in need of guidance. 

"Elders are teachers, philosophers, linguists, historians, healers, judges, counselors—all these things 
and more." They come from many communities, are of many ages, and have had unique experiences 
that have shaped their view of the world. Yet, they have one thing in common—the desire to help their     
people live the right way. 

Sour ces: 
Canada. Royal Commission on Abor iginal  Peoples. People to People, Nation to Nation: Highl ights from the 

Report of the Royal  Commission on Abor iginal  Peoples. The Commission, Ot tawa, 1996. 
ht tp://www.ainc-inac.gc.ca/ap/pubs/rpt /rpt -eng.asp 
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Pope expresses 'sor row' for  abuse at  
resident ial  schools 
Wednesday, Apr i l  29, 2009 -- CBC News 

Pope Benedict  XVI  expressed "sor row" to a delegat ion from Canada's  
Assembly of First  Nat ions on Wednesday over  the abuse and 
"deplorable" t reatment  that  abor iginal  students suffered at  resident ial  
schools run by the Roman Cathol ic Church. 

I n a statement , the Vat ican said the Pope "offered his sympathy and 
prayer ful sol idar i ty" to those whose anguish was caused by some church 

members. The comments came dur ing a pr ivate audience with the delegat ion, which included     
Assembly of First  Nat ions Leader  Phi l  Fontaine, abor iginal elders and resident ial  school survivors. 

Dur ing the meet ing in the Vat ican's Paul VI  audi tor ium, which was also at tended by Canadian 
Cathol ic Church representat ives, the Pope emphasized that  "acts of abuse cannot  be tolerated in 
society," the statement  said. 

About  150,000 First  Nat ions, I nuit  and Mét is chi ldren were taken from their  famil ies to at tend the 
schools from as ear ly as the 19th century to 1996. Most  were run by missionar ies from the Cathol ic, 
Angl ican, Presbyter ian and United churches. 

Fol lowing the meet ing, Fontaine, who is also a resident ial  school survivor , cal led the Pope's words a 
"very significant  statement ." 

'The fact  t hat  t he w or d 'apology ' w as not  used does not  d i m i n i sh  t h i s momen t  
i n  any w ay.'—Phi l  Fontaine 

While he said i t  did not  amount  to an official  apology, Fontaine told CBC News he hoped the       
expression of regret  would "close the book" on the issue of apologies for  resident ial  school survivors. 

"The fact  that  the word 'apology' was not  used does not  diminish this moment  in any way," he said. 
"This exper ience gives me great  comfor t ." 

Fontaine added i t  was impor tant  to note the delegat ion came to the Vat ican at  the invitat ion of 
Benedict  himself. 

"We never  thought  for  a moment  we would be here to be received by the Holy Father  to talk about  
an exper ience that  has caused so much pain and suffer ing with so many," he said. 

Statement made in pr ivate 

The Vat ican st ressed i t  was a pr ivate audience and no cameras or  recording would be permit ted, 
the CBC's Peter  Armstrong repor ted on Wednesday from Vat ican City. 

The Pope spoke in I tal ian and had his words t ranslated into Engl ish by an aide, said Edward John, 
grand chief of the First  Nat ions Summit  in Br i t ish Columbia, who also at tended the meet ing. 

John said the Pope acknowledged the suffer ing of those who are st i l l  l iving with the consequences 
of their  exper iences at  the schools. 

"I  think in that  sense, there was that  apology that  we were cer tainly looking for ," John told CBC 
News. 

"This is a message that  needs to be heard in every church, in every par ish across the country, and 
we are hopeful that  the clergy in Canada wi l l  take this message and repeat  i t  in every one of these 
churches in every par ish." 

Pope 'spoke from the hear t' : Canadian archbishop 

Archbishop James Weisgerber , president  of the Canadian Conference of Cathol ic Bishops, said the 
Pope was "very at tent ive" and "spoke from the hear t " dur ing the half-hour  meet ing. 

"He responded without  notes, which indicated to me that  he knew very wel l  the si tuat ion,"       
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Weisgerber  told CBC News. "I t  was so clear  that  this was a very impor tant  issue for  him." 

Weisgerber  also said he hoped the histor ic meet ing would "jol t " people into recognizing the           
impor tance of the legacy of resident ial  schools and draw at tent ion to the pover ty and racism some 
abor iginal Canadians face to this day. 

"The Cathol ic Church has got  to be involved in working to help the abor iginal people be recognized, 
and to end a lot  of the injust ice," he said. 

Truth and reconciliation commission in limbo 

The Cathol ic Church administered three-quar ters of resident ial  schools across Canada, but  has yet  
to apologize for  the rampant  abuse suffered by many of the 90,000 former  students st i l l  al ive. 

Other  Chr ist ian denominat ions implicated in abuse at  resident ial  schools have already apologized 
— the Angl ican Church in 1993, the Presbyter ian Church in 1994 and the Uni ted Church in 1998. 

Pr ime Minister  Stephen Harper  also offered an apology on behalf of the government  of Canada in 
the House of Commons last  year . 

There were about  130 such schools in Canada — wi th some in every ter r i tory and province except 
Newfoundland, Pr ince Edward I sland and New Brunswick. 

I n September  2007, the government  formalized a $1.9-bi l l ion compensat ion plan for  vict ims. The 
Cathol ic Church alone paid some $79 mil l ion, the Canadian Conference of Cathol ic Bishops said. 

The government  also establ ished a t ruth and reconci l iat ion commission to examine the legacy of the 
resident ial  schools. 

However , the commission has been in l imbo since October  2008, when Just ice Harry LaForme     
resigned as i ts chairman. 

I ts remaining commissioners, Claudet te Dumont-Smith and Jane Mor ley, announced in January 
that  they wi l l  step down effect ive June 1. 

A select ion commit tee led by former  Supreme Cour t  just ice Frank Iacobucci and compr ising        
Abor iginal and church leaders is in the process of finding new commissioners. 

The First  Nat ions' audience at  the Vat ican takes place less than a month before a Nat ional Day of 
Heal ing and Reconci l iat ion in Canada. 

Sour ce: h t t p ://w w w .cbc.ca/canada/br i t i sh -colum bi a/st or y/2009/04/29/pope-f i r st -nat i ons042909.h t ml  

3r d Annual  Abor i gi nal   
H I V/AI DS &  H CV Con fer ence   

November  15-18, 2009 
Ramada H ot el  and Conven t i on  Cen t r e 

Regi na, SK  
 

Who shou ld at t en d t h i s con fer ence? 
Front l ine workers, professionals, students, youth, people l iving with 
HIV/AIDS and/or  hepat i t is C, addict ions counselors, Chiefs/Counci l  
members, physicians and any community member  who want  to make a 
difference. 

K ey Not e: L aVer ne M onet t e 
“Tired of Wai t ing” - This keynote presentat ion wi l l  cover  histor ical and cur rent  reasons why Abor iginal 
women are at  r isk for  HIV/AIDS and hepat i t is C, and what  we, as Abor iginal peoples need to do about  i t . 
Laverne is a two-spir i t  Ojibway or iginal ly from Winnipeg, Mani toba. Since 1995, she has been the Execut ive 
Director  of the Ontar io Abor iginal HI V/AIDS St rategy, a provincial AIDS service organizat ion whose       
mandate is to provide HIV/AIDS informat ion, health promot ion and program and service suppor ts for          
off-reserve Abor iginal people l iving with and affected by HIV/AIDS, their  par tners, famil ies and communit ies. 
She is cur rent ly on the Board of Directors of the Ontar io HIV Treatment  Network and Pr isoners with 
HIV/AIDS Act ion Network. 

Please v i si t  ou r  w ebsi t e for  i n for mat i on  as i t  becomes avai l able - w w w .al l nat i onshope.ca 



6  

 

Hamilton man found guilty of murder by spreading HIV 
Landmark verdict rules Johnson Aziga was reckless when he lethally infected two women. 

Allison Jones - The Canadian Press - Apr il 5, 2009 
TORONTO — The guilty verdict for a Hamilton man convicted of killing two women through the        
transmission of HIV sets a bad precedent and will cause HIV-positive people to think twice about          
disclosing their status, the man©s lawyer said Sunday. 
A jury found Johnson Aziga, 52, guilty Saturday of two counts of first-degree murder for infecting two 
women to whom he did not disclose his HIV status. 
Mr. Aziga was also found guilty on 10 counts of aggravated sexual assault and one count of attempted   
aggravated sexual assault in regards to 11 other sexual partners. 
He is believed to be the first person in Canada convicted of murder for lethally infecting  partners with the 
virus that causes AIDS. 
Munyonzwe Hamalengwa, one of Mr. Aziga©s lawyers, said Sunday the verdict was based on a bad law, 
which will "wreak havoc" in the criminal justice system. 
"It©s a very bad precedent," Mr. Hamalengwa said in an interview. 
"People will not be disclosing their HIV status to their partners for fear of being charged. People are going 

to not be tested even if they suspect they may have the HIV virus in order to protect the knowledge that they don©t have it." 
The judge instructed the jury on nine essential elements for finding Mr. Aziga guilty of first-degree murder beyond a reasonable 
doubt. They concluded that Mr. Aziga knew he was HIV positive and knew he was required by law to inform sexual partners but did 
not, and that Mr. Aziga caused the women©s deaths by infecting them with HIV during sex. 
Mr. Aziga©s defence team is considering an appeal. 
"Of course we will have to get instructions from our client, but if he asked us what our recommendation would be, we would         
recommend an appeal because there was significant reasonable doubt," Mr. Hamalengwa said. 
Sentencing is set for May 7. Mr. Aziga©s lawyers — Mr. Hamalengwa and Davies Bagambiire — will have 30 days after he is       
sentenced to file an appeal, they said. 
First-degree murder carries a mandatory life sentence with no chance of parole for 25 years. 
Mr. Hamalengwa said he believes the defence raised reasonable doubt as to the source of the women©s HIV  infections. In closing   
submissions the defence said police had "tunnel vision" in focusing on Mr. Aziga as a  suspect and didn©t look closely enough at other 
HIV-positive men in the area. 
Mr. Hamalengwa was disappointed with the verdict, but not entirely surprised, he said. 
"There was an absolute media blitz and when there is so much media blitz in a small community like Hamilton and there has been 
prior tunnel visioning of the client for conviction you really don©t expect much," he said. 
The nine men and three women on the Superior Court jury started deliberations Thursday and sat for about 25 hours before  arriving 
at their verdict. 
Mr. Aziga was calm when he was pronounced guilty of two counts of first-degree murder, Mr. Hamalengwa said, though he suspects 
he is just in shock. 
Mr. Aziga, a former research analyst with Ontario©s Ministry of the Attorney General and father of three, was diagnosed with HIV 
nearly 13 years ago. 
He has been in custody since his arrest on Aug. 30, 2003.  Mr. Aziga has been receiving antiretroviral therapy for several years and is 
in stable health. 

Sour ce: h t t p ://w w w .t hegl obeandmai l .com /ser v let /st or y/RTGAM .20090404.w azi ga0404/BNSt or y /Nat i onal /h om e 

Comment by Joshie: 

This confirms the Dept of Justice intents both federally and provincially to prosecute any case of HIV/AIDS.  I am not suggesting for one minute that 
it should not be a crime.  I am merely expressing my concern that it is dangerous for a federal government to impose a stigmatization to any disease 
particularly HIV/AIDS.  Not since the dark ages and the Spanish Inquisition has any national government used the threat of death and threats of a 
national stigma to express its will. 

It is contrary to a medical approach, to an approach of defeating and combatting the spread of any disease regardless of what it is.  You do not  
condemn someone unless there are solid grounds and basis of evidence to condemn and stigmatize that person. The judgment states clearly that 
there need not be any evidence of any type to prove that the man in question was the sole cause of the disease. This is similar to my point of the 
Spanish Inquisition, where the state gave the church the authority to convict citizens without proof of evidence and to stigmatize them into the state's 
perception of what a disease was or was not. 

This is dangerous ground, without scientific evidence, we are placing our trust in the hands of judges, or jurists, or crown attorney's who do not know 
or have to prove that transmission occurred.  Just the proof of a victim to state that it did. 

This parallels yet again the Spanish Inquisition.  While the State is not putting to death the offenders, the stigma and conviction may as well be. 



7  

 
L i v i n g i n  a Car dboar d Box 

As told to Jessica Gordon 
By St el l a  

 

My name is Stella, I moved to Regina, SK on April 23rd, 2008 from Surrey, BC. 
After 12 years of being away, I returned to Regina, to be with my daughter and son.  I 
know now this is my final move. 

Upon reaching Regina I went to Social Services.  I was told I have 30 days to get set 
up with a new address.  I also had to; change  provincial courts, report to legal aide, 
get my finances in order, find out what services were available and to have an action 
plan.  I had no idea what services were out there. 

I lived in motels for as long as I could and when I couldn’ t any longer I realized that I 
was now homeless. 

I was now on the street.  I slept in the park.  I would sleep under trees.  I didn’ t know 
where else to go. 

I would wake at 4 in the morning when I was cold and my muscles would tighten.  
Sometimes I would go to the Salvation Army to warm up and to have a hot drink.  
Other times I would just have a blanket and sleep by the lake.  At one time there was 
myself and two others, (homeless people often try to group up for safety).  But in the 
morning I would always clean up my cardboard box and go to  Carmichael Outreach 
to clean up and wash my face.  This was done for my own humility. 

All the meanwhile, I would be attending Social Services and be asked to tend to my daily hunting for jobs and a home. 

When the first snow came I was blessed to have a stranger who took me in for the night.  I had shelter.  I was able to use a yoga mat to 
sleep on that night.  I was only able to stay one night and was then told I had to move. 

I found a vacant boarded up house.  I could not sleep, it was too cold.  This is when I realized I must get help. 

I went to Souls Harbour Rescue Mission and waited.  I was then taken to an emergency shelter and had a good nights sleep in a warm 
bed. 
* * *  Since October  Stel la now has her  own apar tment  and pays her  own rent  and bi l ls.  She says, “I t ’s a good feel ing” 
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February 2, 2009 members from Al l Nat ions Hope 
AIDS Network were selected to take intensive 
t raining with the oppor tunity to become l i fe ski l ls 
coaches.  On May 1, 2009 the t raining was          
successful ly completed.  Upon complet ion we have 
been given the opt ion of conduct ing 200 hours in 
the community; serving volunteer hours to enhance 
the skil ls we have acquired.  Giving back a small 
por t ion of what we were given is a small pr ice to 
repay consider ing the teachings that  were shared 
with al l of us.  The t raining has brought closer  to-
gether  six people who have created not  only a bond 
but  a fr iendship with understanding.  This gi ft  
alone is pr iceless.  One teaching has impacted my 
l i fe great ly; the power of word.  This has opened up 
a whole new door  of real i ty for  me. 

The teachings has created an insight  of how pr ior  
to this t raining I  am gui l ty of di lut ing words that  
have no purpose, or  for  the simple reason of fi l l ing 
up space.  We as people have the abi l i ty to lend a 
helping hand with our  words or  the abi l i ty to      
enable others to remain stuck.  The opt ion to      
empower  people with a single word has encouraged 
me to open my eyes, see the problem, and share the 
knowledge I  have been given. 

Respect ful ly, 

Leona Quewezance   

 
“ Women. They have the power  of  gener at i ons. 
Women have the power  to have ch i l dr en  and not  
to have ch i l dr en ”  -- Ceci l ia Mitchel l, MOHAWK 
 

The Woman i s not  on ly  k ey t o l i fe; she i s al so 
t he k ey t o fu t u r e gener at i ons. An  Elder  once 
jok ed t hat  Woman on ly  needs t he man  for  one 
n i gh t . We need t o look  at  and r espect  t he pow er  
of  t he Woman. She i s speci al  and w e need t o 
t r eat  her  t hat  w ay. 

Gr eat  Spi r i t , t oday, l et  me show  t he gr eat est        
r espect  t o ou r  Women. 

 


